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Sandusky City Ohio




Sept. 26th 1852


Dear Sister



I hardly know how

or what to write – I received ours

in reply to Mr . Christian about 10

days since at which time I was

very unwell, not with Cholera but

by a bilious complaint which has been

closely connected with Cholera – a majority

of those that died of Cholera & I might

say the most of them were first attacked

with bilious diarrhea which resulted

in Cholera by inattention to check the

first symptoms – At the commencement

it was more fatal among children than adults

& Physicians generally & all others that

conveniently could sent their children

into the Country with their wives &

business men a large proportion came 

back & attended to their business so

that business was not altogether stopped
as in ’49 – We strenuously advised Mrs.

Pomray to take her children & hired

girl to go onto the Penninsula at Scotts Point

as healthy a place as can be found in

this country where she was offered a home

until the Cholera had past by the City –

but she refused, her plea was that “she

would not leave her husband & Mother

to die of Cholera: as tho’ she & hired girl

with five children could help us any-

   We could have been or felt rationally

secure for we could have guarded against

its attack, but children liable to eat any

thing palatable could not – Her children

two of them were taken & would without
much doubt have died but my wife

feeling perhaps too secure fatuiged her

self day & night until she was wholly

exhausted came home at night and

had a restless night & said next

morning that she had had no rest

& was yet fatigued – I went to the P.O.

& about 9 ½ O’clock Sarah came running

to inform me that her Grand Ma had the

Cholera – I hastened to get a Physician
& procured one about 11 O’clock but it 

was too late – She pushed Cholera matter

her discharges near about stopped – She

cramped some little but immediately

sunk into unconciousness & appeared

not to suffer after about 1 o’clock but

continued to breathe easily until about

7 O’clock P.M. when she ceased to breathe

without a struggle or groan – We tried

to rouse her from her stupidity but in vain,

she had warn herself out in her great

anxiety to save her grand children not

thinking of the caution I constantly gave

her every opportunity – During the time

that she was at Pomray’s Sarah kept house

for me & I was almost contantly employed

in the Post Office, for Mr. Christian was taken sick
& they returned the evening my wife

died – I do not wish to cast reflections

but the foolish, sickly sympathy that

Mrs. Pomray expresses towards her husband &
Mother was the cause that brought about

the causes of her Mothers death – The fatigue

that her death bro’t on me & the loneliness

I felt & old age combined completely pros-

trated me – I closed my house after 3 or 4

days cleaning & ventilating, (Miss Brown [Brawn?]

who helped us in ’49 was with us) I went

to my Daughter Marcia’s at Shelby for

the purpose of engaging her to keep house

for me taking Miss Brown [Brawn?] & Sarah with

me for they were both unwell having

each had slight attacks of bilious

diarrhea before we left our house – 

Miss Brown [Braun?] returned in a few days

& Sarah returned yesterday to open &

watch the house in the day time until tomorrow

when my Marcia & her husband are coming

& Marcia & Sarah will keep house for

me & I shall then have a home again but

I shall have no companion ~ ~

   I know that I had more true affection
for the Mother of my children than for all

other or any other woman but at the time

she was taken from me my children were

around me & I was in perfect health & was able

to endure, but now I am old & was soon

completely prostrated, probably dwelling

on my loneliness may have had an

effect for as soon as I had got to Shelby

to my daughters I was taken with a bilious

fever or rather a fever every afternoon & at

night profuse sweating & I dare not

trust myself with a Physician who

was unacquainted with my constitution

& I returned to Sandusky unable to

sit up one half of the time until

about a week since I commenced taking

tonics & I feel that I am getting quite

well – Now I will state the reason I

did not answer your letter sooner –

one is that I felt unable to answer it for

a week after I received it & I could

not know that I should be any better –

so that makes another reason which is

I did not wish to write of my ill health-

As soon as I was well enough I went to

Shelby to help my Son in law make

arrangements to move thinking to write 

there but had no time – I only returned

from Shelby on Friday evening & Sarah Saturday

morning & this (Sunday) is the first leisure day

I have had since I have felt able to pen a letter –

& this is a very awkward one but I cannot copy
My love to all – Your Affectionate Brother




David Powers

Mrs. Abigail Fillmore

[Written along top of 2nd and 3rd page:]

P.S. We had made preparations to go to Cayuga my wife accompanying me as soon as the Cholera

Subsided & my quarterly returns were made out but as it is I shall not go.  D.P.
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