Error Found in the Order of Microfilmed Pages of the 1820 US Federal Census for the Towns of Manlius, Cicero and Lysander in Onondaga County, New York

Identifying the problem and devising a method to correct it

Nancy Maliwesky, the Director of the APHGA recently reviewed the microfilmed images of the 1820 US Federal Census for Cicero, NY, as Spencer Pomeroy and Lucy Pomeroy were listed as heads of household in Cicero according to both the Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest indices. That review identified three startling inconsistencies:

1. The last page of the Manlius census with totals for the town was on the 2nd  page of the microfilm roll.

2. The last page of the Cicero census with totals for the town was on the 14th page of the microfilm roll.
3. The header page for the town of Lysander was on the 15th  page of the microfilm roll, and the last page of the Lysander census with totals for the town was on the last (21st ) page of the microfilm roll.  This total page also included the totals for the towns of Manlius and Cicero.  The enumerator was identified as Elisha Marsh.

These pages have been numbered along the left edge of the page, probably by the people who microfilmed this part of the census.  The numbering appears to have been done with wax pencil, not ink, and the handwriting is different from the enumerator’s handwriting.  The Cicero roll contains pages numbering 177 through 197.  Page 177 corresponds with the first microfilmed page on the Cicero roll on both Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest.

To substantiate her hunch that the 1820 US Federal Census microfilm roll identified as the town of Cicero, NY on Ancestry.com did not only contain the records for Cicero, Nancy added the totals of the first column (free white males under 10) on pages 15 through 21 of the roll (numbered 191 through 197), which she suspected were, in fact, the Lysander Census.  The total count of the first column matched the total on the last page of the Lysander census.  Heritage Quest has correctly indexed these pages, whereas a check of the Ancestry.com index for Lysander shows no inhabitants in 1820.
Nancy then added the totals of the first column on the remaining pages on the Cicero microfilm roll, with the exception of the second page (numbered 178) which was identified as part of the Manlius census.  According to the totals on the pages there were 652 free white males under the age of 10 living in Cicero at the time the census was taken.  The count on the Cicero total page (numbered 190) was only 246.  Where did these additional 406 young men really live?

Given the fact that the total page for the Manlius census was filmed on the Cicero roll, Nancy next looked at the Manlius roll.  The Manlius roll contains 10 pages numbered 167 through 176.  Nancy counted the totals of the first column of the Manlius roll along with the second page of the Cicero roll (page 178) that contained the totals for the Manlius census and came up with a count of 545 free white males under 10.  A check of the totals for the Manlius census revealed that the count should have totaled 987.  These counts indicated that 442 young men were missing from this town.   Something was very wrong.

At this point Nancy realized that pages associated with both Cicero and Manlius were incorrectly numbered and thus filmed in the wrong order.  (Imagine carefully taking apart a large census book and the pages fall on the floor!  We don’t know if that’s what happened but it seems possible.) 

Nancy created a spreadsheet to help sort which pages on the Cicero and Manlius microfilm rolls belonged to which town.  Since a total count of each of the columns of free white males and females plus occupation on each individual page equaled the corresponding column counts for the Manlius and Cicero Census totals (with the exception of one count short for persons engaged in commerce), Nancy was able to determine that no other Onondaga County microfilm rolls needed to be checked.  One fact that made identification easier was that Cicero had a total count of zero in the column associated with workers engaged in commerce, so any pages with a number in that column could be safely attributed to Manlius.  Of particular interest to the APHGA was the fact that on both pages that contained the Spencer Pomeroy and Lucy Pomeroy households there were counts for people engaged in commerce, thus Spencer and Lucy must have been living in Manlius when the 1820 US Federal Census was taken!  

There seems to have been an error in the totals of the columns enumerating free and enslaved black people and others, including Indians on the Manlius total counts.  But since Cicero had so few free or enslaved black people or others, including Indians, many of the pages containing these groups could also be safely attributed to Manlius.  In the end, Nancy was able to separate the pages and associate them with the correct town and was able to exactly match each column for free white men and women and occupation, with the exception of being one count short for persons engaged in commerce in Manlius, which verified the combined counts of both towns.

Nancy has created corrected indices of the 1820 US Federal Census for the towns of Cicero, Manlius and Lysander for use with Ancestry.com and Heritage Quest census images.  These indices and worksheets showing page and total counts for the above towns are available free of charge on the APHGA website at: http://www.americanpomeroys.org/Coetranscriptions.html .   We hope that the genealogy community finds this information helpful.

The American Pomeroy Historic Genealogical Association (the APHGA) was founded by Bill Pomeroy of Syracuse, NY, in order to provide an organization to facilitate American Pomeroy research.  We provide a platform for the collection, communication and collaboration of research regarding the descendants of Eltweed Pomeroy, and act as a clearinghouse for that research.  Bill's dream is to publish an update of the Albert A. Pomeroy genealogy books, The History and Genealogy of the Pomeroy Family, Volumes I-III, published in 1912 and 1922.  The APHGA has also founded the Pomeroy Anvil Trail, a project to install monuments in the shape of the Pomeroy Anvil across the United States in places that were historic to the Pomeroy Family.
Please feel free to contact us by e-mail at roots@cxtec.com or by phone at 1-800-767-3282 x2530.  For more information about the APHGA please visit our website at www.americanpomeroys.org .
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